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At the beginning of October the European Commission published the Erasmus+ Programme

Guide for the 2015 General Call for Proposals. These include detailed information on the

programme including the priorities, the actions supported, the funding available for different

actions and how to participate.

With regard to sport, the 2015 call for proposals aims at funding two types of action:

collaborative partnerships and organization of non-profit European sport events. The

main focus is grassroots sports and the actions are expected to contribute to the implementation

of the European Week of Sport, which will organized for the first time in September 2015.

The Erasmus+ programme also supports actions to strengthen the evidence base for policy

making (studies, data gathering, surveys, etc.) and promote the dialogue with relevant European

stakeholders (the EU Sport Forum, EU Presidency events, conferences, meetings, seminars, etc.).

These Actions will be implemented by the European Commission either directly or through the

Executive Agency.

The specific objectives pursued by the Erasmus+ Programme in the field of  sport are to:

- tackle cross-border threats to the integrity of  sport, such as doping, match fixing and violence, 

as well as all kinds of  intolerance and discrimination

- promote and support good governance in sport and dual careers of  athletes

- promote voluntary activities in sport, together with social inclusion, equal opportunities and 

awareness of  the importance of  health-enhancing physical activity, through increased 

participation in, and equal access to sport for all. 

There are different deadlines according to the action presented:

- 22 January 2015 at midday Brussels time: deadline to present grant applications for projects

related to the 2015 European Week of Sport (for collaborative partnerships starting between

1 April and 1 September 2015 and non-profit European sport events starting as from 1 May

2015)

- 14 May 2015 at midday Brussels time: deadline to present applications for projects non related

to the European Week of Sport (for collaborative partnerships starting as from January 2016

and non-profit European sport events starting as from 1 November 2015).

You can find further relevant information here.
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taking stock of the Commission’s

achievements in the field of sport,

including the sport chapter of the

Erasmus + programme.

She expressed her satisfaction in noting

that the Commission for the moment

already received ten times more

application then they can support (440

applications for projects taking place in

2015).

The second day of the conference

focused on financial fair play. UEFA

President Michel Platini opened the

discussion, followed by Coni President

Giovanni Malagò.

Commissioner Vassiliou also intervened

in the discussion stating that fair play in

sport is a “key tool to ensure transparency

and to promote better governance standards

within sport”.

Commissioner Vassiliou’s speeches:

• Commission achieves its goals in 

sport

• Financial Fair Play helping to 

preserve the real values of  football, 

says Commissioner

Informal meeting of  the EU Sports Ministers held in 

Rome 

On 20 and 21 October, the Informal

meeting of the EU Sports Ministers

took place in Rome in the framework of

the Italian Presidency.

The main topics on the agenda covered

sport as a tool to have a more

inclusive society and financial fair

play in football, both in sporting

activities and as a condition to ensure a

level playing field from a financial point

of view.

Education, cohesion and integration

through sports, as well as how to

maximise at EU level the social

inclusion effect of sports, were among a

number of issues discussed during the

first day. Graziano Del Rio, Secretary of

State in charge of sport opened the two

day conference. Other participants

included Silvia Costa, EP CULT Chair,

Gabriella Battaini Dragoni, Deputy

Secretary General of the Council of

Europe, Piero Fassino, ANCI Secretary

and Mayor of Turin.

Outgoing Commissioner in charge of

sport, Androulla Vassiliou was also

present and delivered a speech

during the first day of the

conference,
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EACEA launches tender for 

a study on the contribution 

of  sport to regional 

development through the 

structural funds

Studies on betting-related 

match-fixing have been 

published 

The Education, Audiovisual and Culture

Executive Agency (EACEA) has

launched an invitation to tender for a

study on the contribution of sport to

regional development through the

structural funds.

The study will map and collect basic

data of all projects linked to sport and

physical activity available at

transnational, national or regional/local

level co-financed by the Structural Funds

during the period 2007-2013.

In addition, a minimum of 30 best

practice projects will be analysed in

detail.

The contractor will also organise a

workshop in Brussels gathering experts

and relevant organisations (including

from regions and cities) to discuss the

preliminary outcomes of the study as well

as present best practice examples

identified.

The deadline for submissions was set for

14 November.

You can find all the relevant documents

here.

The European Commission published in

September two studies related to the

prevention and fight against betting-

related match-fixing which were

launched in November last year.

The first study concerned the provisions

and practices on betting-related

match fixing in sports within the 28

Member States. The study results

showed that authors were not convinced

that “more law” was desirable. Rather,

more effective cooperation among

stakeholders was identified as being more

likely to provide tangible benefits.

The second one focused on the

regulation of information collection,

storage, and sharing of information

on suspicious sports betting activity.

Authors concluded that the creation of a

linked network of National Platforms, as

suggested by the Council of Europe in

the draft convention on match-fixing,

could solve some of the practical

problems related to sharing of

information across borders.

Both studies will contribute to the

preparation of the Commission

Recommendation on best practices in

the prevention and combatting of

betting-related match-fixing. They will

also be discussed by the EU Expert

Group on Match Fixing.
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On 9 October, the Law Enforcement

Working Party of the Council of the

EU held a meeting with Member States

experts on major sports events.

Participants discussed a wide range of

issues relating to law enforcement in

the area of sport, including: the

cooperation with Europol and Interpol

as regards the national football

information points (NFIPs) website, a

possible revision of the Council

Decision concerning security in

connection with football matches with

an international dimension, the Pan-

European Football policing Training

Project, et al.

The meeting agreed to the proposal of

the Italian Presidency of the Council of

the EU to set up an ad hoc working

group to prepare guidelines on

cooperation with supporters.

During the meeting, delegations also

had an exchange of views on police

cooperation during the World Cup 2014

in Brazil.

A full list of the items discussed and the

results of the debate can be found here.

Council of  Europe 

Convention on the 

Manipulation of  Sports 

Competitions

Meeting of  experts for 

major sports events in the 

area of  law enforcement in 

sport

On 18 September, the Council of

Europe’s Convention on the

Manipulation of Sports Competitions

was concluded in Switzerland.

The Convention is a multilateral treaty

that aims to prevent, detect, and punish

match fixing in sport. A major focus of

the convention is to prevent and

punish illegal sports betting

operations and to prevent conflicts of

interest in legal sports betting operators

and sports organisations.

The Convention calls on governments

to adopt measures, including

legislation, notably:

– Prevent conflicts of interest in sports

betting operators and sports

organisations

– Encourage the sports betting regulatory

authorities to fight against fraud, if

necessary by limiting the supply of sports

bets or suspending the taking of bets

– Fight against illegal sports betting,

allowing to close or restrict access to the

operators concerned and block financial

flows between them and consumers.

The European Commission hailed the

Convention as “a new milestone in the

fight against match-fixing”.
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of research and innovation in sport, as

well as its potential to create jobs.

The conclusions place special emphasis

on the need to promote cross-sectoral

and cross-border clusters, involving local

administrations, universities, research

centres, industry and sport bodies, and

to provide a favourable environment for

sports-based research and product

development.

Sports Ministers also discussed

concrete measures to promote sport

and physical activity at school age, in

particular:

- increase cooperation between schools

and sport associations;

– promote the role parents and top

athletes as role models;

– develop new and innovative methods

for physical education classes;

– give incentives to "active" schools and

pupils;

–take advantage of major sporting

events taking place in Europe to

increase motivation of young people.

The Council was also briefed by the

EU representative at the World Anti-

Doping Agency WADA Foundation

Board (Luxembourg) on the meetings

that took place in Paris on 15-16

November 2014.

The Council of Europe Convention

on the manipulation of sports

competitions was also discussed, with

the French delegation encouraging

other sports ministers of the EU to join

the eight Member States (Bulgaria,

Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,

Greece, Lithuania and the Netherlands)

who already signed the Convention of

the Council of Europe.

Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council (EYCS)

On 25 November the Education,

Youth, Culture and Sport Council

(EYCS) took place in Brussels.

Sports Ministers, following work led by

the Italian Presidency, adopted

Conclusions on sport as a driver for

innovation and economic growth,

and discussed measures to promote

sport and physical activity at school age

and the Council of Europe Convention

on match-fixing.

Before the adoption of the Conclusions

on sport as a driver for innovation and

economic growth, the Italian Presidency

presented an overview of the main

messages from the “structured

dialogue” with representatives from the

sports movement and the sports

industry:

- The sports market represents €66

billion and employs more than 600 000

people;

– More than 150 000 innovations are

developed every year;

– Public and private sector cooperation

is crucial (this includes public sector,

sports movement and universities);

– Innovative public and private

partnerships should also be developed;

– A very modest investment in sports

and innovation can generate significant

returns.

The Conclusions highlight the positive

effects on other sectors of the economy
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11 December Event organized by the Italian Presidency on the Specificity of Sport

in EU law – Rome, Italy
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News in brief

European Commission and UEFA sign

partnership agreement

On 14 October, the European

Commission and UEFA signed a

cooperation agreement which will run for

the next three years. The agreement

commits the two institutions to working

together regularly in a tangible and

constructive way on matters of shared

interest including the integrity of sport,

respect for human rights and dignity, non-

discrimination and solidarity.

European Commission rejects antitrust 

complaint against football’s Financial 

Fair Play rules

The European Financial Fair Play rules

introduced last season, aimed at having

football clubs break even over a three-year

period had been challenged by Daniel

Striani, a Belgian Football agent.

“The Commission has informed the

complainant of its decision to reject his

complaint, given that there is a pending

court procedure in Belgium concerning the

same matter”, was the official response of

the Commission to the complainant.

The press has reported that the European

Commission is currently assessing other

complaints targeting the Financial Fair Play

rules.

Parliamentary questions

Members of the European Parliament have

the right to ask Parliamentary Questions to the

European Commission on areas relating to

European law, including sport. Recent queries

have included:

- If the Commission plans to to take action

to combat the problem of obesity, from

Roberta Metsola (Malta);

- How the Commissions plan to incorporate

the objectives of the White Paper on Sport

into the Erasmus+ programme, from Alain

Cadec (France);

- Whether the Commission agrees with the

boycott of World Cup in Qatar by EU

Member States, from Gianluca Buonanno

(Italy).
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The past months were of particular

importance for the EU as we saw the

establishment of the new European

Commission, which has been officially in

place since 1 November.

In early September, Commission

President Jean-Claude Juncker announced

the portfolio allocations to the

Commissioners-designate while in late

September and beginning of October,

MEPs held the confirmation hearings of

the candidate Commissioners.

Several Commissioners were confirmed

with relative ease. However, this was not

the case for everyone as MEPs raised

concerns over a number of candidates,

leading to political bargaining between

the two stronger political groups, the

EPP and the S&D, for their approval.

The only candidate who did not pass the

EP’s scrutiny was Commissioner-

designate Alenka Bratušek from Slovenia,

who was weak on substance and

controversially appointed herself as

candidate when she was the outgoing

Slovenian Prime Minister. She was

replaced by Violeta Bulc.

Among the “contested” candidates was

also the Commissioner-designate in

charge of Education, Culture, Youth and

Citizenship, Tibor Navracsics (EPP,

Hungary). The controversy that followed

his appointment resulted in the

citizenship responsibility being removed.

In exchange, responsibility for sport was

formally added to his porfolio’s name.

Mr Navracsics is now the European

Commissioner for Education, Culture,

Youth and Sport and will be dealing with

the same sport-related topics as those of

the outgoing Commissioner Vassiliou.

The new European Commission was

eventually approved by the European

Parliament plenary on 23 October.

It is composed of seven heavyweight Vice-

Presidents (including four former Prime

Ministers), each in charge of coordinating

macro-areas and leading “project-teams”

of Commissioners. Among these, there is a

“First Vice-President”, Dutch Frans

Timmermans, who will be Juncker’s right

hand and will also have power to veto

proposals coming from the other

Commissioners.

The new structure was not the only novelty

we saw in the new Commission. There will

also be a considerable re-organisation of

several Directorates-General (DG’s),

although DG Education and Culture

(EAC) remains responsible for EU’s sport

policy.

During the past weeks the Commissioners’

cabinets also started to be formed, with

Mr. Jonathan Hill becoming Head of

Cabinet of Mr. Navarcsics (he was

previously deputy Head of Cabinet of

outgoing Commissioner Vassiliou).

Here you can find the full composition of

the new Commission.


