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On 21 May the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport (EYCS) Council addressed a number of

sports-related issues and adopted two conclusions in this regard.

The Ministers debated the economic, social and environmental sustainability of major sport

events. In particular the issue of how to improve the cost-benefit ratio of hosting major sports

events in Europe was addressed. The main point raised during this debate was the possibility of

co-hosting major events. This would allow the shareing of financial costs and foster EU

cooperation. It would also make it possible for smaller member states to participate and would

help avoid the issue of competing European bids.

Other issues pointed out by Ministers were:

• the need for states and cities to take into account whether the infrastructures proposed are

necessary for local communities, and therefore will bring long term benefits to the region

• the need for international federations to be involved by promoting good governance and the

use of existing facilities

• the need for the European Union to be involved in the debate on respect of human rights by

hosting countries.

Sports Ministers also adopted Conclusions on gender equality in sport.

The EYCS Council also adopted the European Work Plan for Sport for the period 2014-2017.

Three key issues have been identified as priorities:

- Integrity of sport, in particular anti-doping, the fight against match-fixing, protection of minors,

good governance and gender equality;

-The economic dimension of sport, in particular sustainable financing of sport, the legacy of major

sport events, economic benefits of sport and innovation;

-Sport and society, in particular HEPA, volunteering, employment in sport as well as education and

training in sport.

Five Expert Groups set up by Member States will address a number of topics including match-

fixing, good governance, economic dimension, HEPA and human resources development in

sport. Additionally, each Expert Group can decide to invite observers from the sport movement.

Interested organisations can express their interest in participating by sending an email to

EAC-UNITE-D2@ec.europa.eu indicating which Expert Groups they are interested in and

briefly explaining their motivations.
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EYCS Council May Conclusions and adoption of  the European 

Work Plan for Sport (2014-2017)

In the first half of 2017, the implementation of the present Work

Plan will be evaluated by the Council on the basis of a report

prepared by the Commission by November 2016.

Here you can find the summary of outcome of the EYCS Council:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/

en/educ/142704.pdf
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The idea to establish a European Week

of Sport originated in the European

Parliament as part of the 2012 report

on the European Dimension in Sport by

Spanish MEP Santiago Fisas. In the

same year, Member States called on the

European Commission to consider

establishing a European Week of Sport

to promote physical activity and

participation in sport at all levels. The

Commission then embarked on

extensive consultations with Member

States and sport organisations to learn

from existing initiatives and to ensure

full support for the initiative.

The European Commission is expected

to provide funding for European Week

of Sport from Erasmus+, the new

European programme for education,

training, youth and sport. Organisations

signing up to its objectives will receive

guidance from the Commission and a

European Week of Sport label. The

Commission will also encourage

national awareness-raising activities.

The European Commission is also

planning to fund each Member State

with a grant of €80 000 to help support

the organisation of at least one national

event and coordinate grassroots

activities.

In order to implement this project the

European Commission is in the process

to establish a Steering Committee/

Advisory Board as well as engaging

with Member States in order to identify

the national sports Coordinators in each

country.

During the EU Sports Forum, which

will take place in Milan on 1-2

December, the Commission will take

stock of the implementation phase.

European Commission conference for the 

organization of  the First European Week of  Sport in 

September 2015

On 11 June, the European Commission

held a conference to announce the

organisation of the European Week of

Sport in 2015.

The aim of the European Week of

Sport is to promote exercise and sport

at all levels. The Commission will

coordinate events and activities

throughout Europe during this week,

with the aim that it builds on existing

campaigns and events. It will therefore

provide added value to existing events

and at the same time encourage new

activities/campaigns, taking place all

over the EU with the same aim, under a

new 'EU umbrella'.

The aim is that it will be an event with

an evolutionary character, building

gradually on the experienced gained. In

particular the idea would be to have a

particular focus theme for each day of

the week (e.g. sport and inclusion, sport

and health etc).

For 2015, The European Week of Sport

will take place during the second week

of September. This is the time of the

year when most people are likely to

consider membership in clubs or fitness

centres or to engage in some other form

of physical activity. It is also a good

timing for schools. These dates will be

kept for future editions, to guarantee

stability and facilitate EU-wide planning.

The Commission will launch

the event in Brussels and

will also organise a high-

level conference on

sport  and physical 

activity to attract  

attention to the key

message. 
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Call for Tender for Study on 

the implementation of  the 

EU Physical Activity 

Guidelines

High Level Meeting of  

sport stakeholders: 

recognizing the role of  

sport-related industry as an 

economic driver

On 22 July, the European Commission

launched an invitation to tender for a

study on the implementation of the EU

Physical Activity Guidelines (public

contract No EAC/19/2014).

The EU Physical Activity Guidelines (EU

PA GL) were developed by the Working

Group Sport & Health, based on the

2007 White Paper on Sport. In its 2011

Communication on developing the

European Dimension in Sport,, the

Commission stated that “the implementation

of national PA GL should be further developed

and foresees concrete action to this effect, engaging

the Commission and the Member States, who

should, based on the EU PA GL, continue

progress toward the establishment of national

guidelines, including a review and coordination

process, and consider a proposal for a Council

Recommendation in this field.” In 2013, the

Council adopted a Recommendation on

health-enhancing physical activity that

will be implemented through a national

focal point network, data collection as

well as other initiatives. Monitoring will

be based on the EU PA GL and a set of

indicators developed on that basis.

Deadline for submission is 9 September

2014.

Here you can find all the information

related to the tender and how to

participate:

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/calls/2014/ph

ysical-activity-guidelines_en.htm

On 19 June a High Level Meeting of

stakeholders on the impact of sport and

sport-related industries took place in

Brussels. The meeting was aimed at

taking stock of the progress made since

the first meeting of the European Sport

Industries on 21 January 2014 (see EU

Sport Platform newsletter January-

February 2014). Furthermore, the

meeting offered the opportunity to

present an industry-led Action Plan on

the economic impact of sport and sport-

related industries. The meeting

highlighted the role of sport as a

powerful tool for innovation, industrial

competitiveness and employment.

The Action Plan includes three main

objectives to be achieved in order to

enhance the sport economy:

1. Maximizing efficiency of investment

in sports infrastructure

2. Fostering the competitiveness of

sports-related industries

3. Enabling demand for sports and

recreational activities and related

goods and maximizing the spill-over

effects of sports on growth and

employment
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On 9 July the 47 member states of the

Council of Europe adopted a new

“Convention on the manipulation of

sports competitions”.

The purpose of the convention is to

prevent, detect, punish and discipline

the manipulation of sports

competitions, as well as enhance the

exchange of information and national

and international cooperation between

the public authorities concerned, and

with sports organisations and sports

betting operators.

The convention calls on governments to

adopt measures, including legislation,

notably to prevent conflicts of interest

with sports betting operators and sports

organisations.

The Convention will be open for

signature by each Council of Europe

Member State starting from 18

September, at the Conference of

Ministers responsible for Sport. The

Conference will also address other issues

such as corruption in the Governance

of Sport as well as current political

issues of pan-European sports

cooperation.

Here you can find the text of the

Convention and its Explanatory

Report:http://conventions.coe.int/?pg=

/Treaty/projets/Projets_en.asp

Commission dismisses 

challenge to UEFA 

‘financial fair play’ rules

Council of  Europe 

Convention against match-

fixing open for ratification

The European Commission rejected a

complaint filed against UEFA's new rules

punishing soccer clubs which run up big

financial losses.

The new rules on financial fair play (FFP)

are designed to bring greater stability to

the finances of European soccer by

forcing clubs to live within their means.

The challenge was lodged a year ago by

Belgian player agent Daniel Striani, which

argued that the break even component of

FFP would restrict investment in clubs,

cement the existing balance of power in

the game, reduce transfer activity, depress

player wages and as a consequence reduce

the income of agents. The Commission

replied, in a letter sent to Striani, copied

to UEFA, that it will not conduct further

investigations into Striani’s allegations

since it claims that the rules will not lead

to a decrease in transfer fees.

It is worth noting that Striani is

represented by lawyer Jean-Louis

Dupont, who was involved in the

landmark Bosman ruling of 1995.

Dupont also brought the case in a Belgian

court so it is yet possible it will proceed.

May-June-

July

2014
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On 17 June, Joaquín Almunia, the

Spanish Commissioner for Competition,

denied accusations of a conflict of

interest in the handling of an

investigation into unfair tax breaks

worth billions of euros given to Spanish

football clubs.

The European Ombudsman, Emily

O'Reilly, criticized Commissioner

Almunia for the delay in opening an

investigation into a 2009 objection over

tax advantages for seven Spanish

football clubs including Real Madrid,

Barcelona and Athletic Club Bilbao, of

which Almunia is a member.

O'Reilly’s allegations were founded on

complaints made to her by investors in

other European football clubs, which

believe that “the Commission’s inaction

in this case might be linked to the fact

that the commissioner responsible

supports one of the football teams in

question and was a minister in the

Spanish government that decided on the

tax advantages at the time.”

Almunia replied that “the very opening

of a state aid investigation into Athletic

Club Bilbao is the best proof that this

allegation is misplaced.”

Italian Presidency July-

December 2014: the Italian 

priorities in the field of  

sport

Commissioner Almunia

counter-attacks in high-

profile Spanish football tax 

case

As of 1 July, Italy has taken over the

rotating Presidency of the Council of the

European Union.

In the field of sport, the Italian

Presidency will focus its attention on the

fight against match-fixing, and violence

and discrimination in sport. The

economic value of sport will be also

discussed and Council Conclusions on

sport as a driver of innovation and

economical growth will be adopted. The

Italian Presidency will also continue the

policy debate and structural dialogue on

the promotion of health enhancing

physical activity.

On 11 July the first Working Party (WP)

on Sport chaired by the Italian Presidency

took place. The WP received a

presentation of the working programme

of the Italian Presidency as well as a

presentation from the Commission on

the European week of sport and the

implementation phase of Erasmus+

selection. The main point on the agenda

was "Sport as a driver of innovation and

economic growth". The first draft of the

Presidency Discussion Paper on this topic

was introduced by Professor Paolo

Bouquet from the University of Trento.

The last item on the agenda touched

upon anti-doping. The WP received an

update regarding the concerning WADA's

draft 2015 budget.

Here you can find the progamme of the

Italian Presidency:

http://italia2014.eu/media/1227/progra

mma-en1-def.pdf
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Dates for the Diary

May-June-

July

2014

30 September Seminar on match-fixing (the Expert Group on match-fixing will hold

its first meeting during the seminar) – Milan, Italy

2-3 October Euromed Sport Forum – Marseille, France

20-21 October Informal meeting of EU Sports Ministers – Rome, Italy

22-25 October Move Congress- physical and sport activities for all – Rome, Italy

25 November Meeting of the Education, Youth, Culture and Sports Ministers of the

EU (EYCS Council)

1-2 December EU Sports Forum – Milan, Italy

2-3 December EU Sports Directors meeting – Milan, Italy
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News in brief

Commissioner Vassiliou’s speech on

“Teaming up to make sport more

attractive for women”

On 13 June, at the 6th International

Working Group on Women in Sport World

Conference held in Helsinki,

Commissioner Androulla Vassiliou

addressed the need to reach a more

balanced gender representation in key

positions of coaching and leadership in

sport governing bodies.

She welcomed the initiative of the 28

European Sport Ministers addressed to EU

Member States and sport organisations to

take actions in this field. Such actions

should include developing national action

plans, concluding general agreements or

devising a strategy on gender equality in

sport. The Commission has been invited to

elaborate a set of guidelines in order to

help with the implementation.

Xavier Prats Monné appointed as new

Director-General of DG Education and

Culture

Xavier Prats Monné will be in charge of

the EU policies in the field of culture,

youth and sports , and for the Creative

Europe programme as from 1 August, after

being DG EAC's Deputy Director-General

responsible for EU policies and

programmes in the field of education and

training for the last three years.

Parliamentary questions

Members of the European Parliament have

the right to ask Parliamentary Questions to the

European Commission on areas relating to

European law, including sport. Recent queries

have included:

- How DG Enterprise plans to foster and

further promote the relevance of sport to

the EU’s industries and economy from

Santiago Fisas Ayxelà (Spain).
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The last word:

New European Parliament in place and establishment of  the 

new European Commission

The last few months have been extremely

busy, with the European election on 22-25

May and, following that, the establishment

of the new European Parliament.

The outcome of the European Elections

showed a tight result between the EPP

group, which is still the largest (221 seats)

despite losing a significant number of

seats, and the S&D group, which gained

more seats compared to the previous term

(191). The conservative group of the ECR

appeared as the real winner of these

elections, becoming the third biggest

political group with 70 MEPs. The liberals

lost seats, meaning ALDE is now the

fourth political group with 67 MEPs. The

Greens also lost some seats and now have

50 MEPs.

There were gains for the extremes, with the

extreme left increasing the total number of

MEPs to 53 and the new European

Freedom and Direct Democracy (EFDD)

with a total of 48 MEPs. The fact that the

European Freedom Alliance of Marine

LePen and Gert Wilders have not managed

to form a group means that their MEPs

will remain non-attached. Some of the

non-attached MEPs might, however,

decide to join other groups at a later stage,

e.g. the EFDD of Nigel Farage.

The new Parliament sees the return of sport-

enthusiasts MEPs Santiago Fisas Ayxelá,

Emma McClarkin, Ivo Belet and Derek

Vaughan, but also the first-time election of

Theodoros Zagorakis from Greece, former

captain of the Greek football team during the

team’s victory in the Euro cup of 2004.

We would like to congratulate them all and

wish them the best for the new term!

The establishment of the new Parliament,

with the election of Martin Schulz as

President and the establishment of the new

Committees, has been subject of intense

political negotiations and bargaining among

the biggest political families: with a cross-party

agreement between EPP, S&D and ALDE

groups sealed to create a stable majority at the

outset, which led to the smooth approval of

Jean-Claude Juncker as European Commission

President.

Turning to the Commission, the European

Council of 30 August named Italian Foreign

Minister Federica Mogherini as the candidate

for the High Representative of the Union for

Foreign Affairs & Security Policy and Polish

Prime Minister Donald Tusk as the next

President of the European Council.

In the meantime, a number of EU

Governments have started to put forward

their Commissioner designate candidates

and, soon, President Juncker will be able to

announce his planned distribution of

portfolio’s for the new Commission. The

Commissioner designates will then be subject

to hearings in the European Parliament in

September/October, before the Parliament

votes to approve the new Commission as a

whole.
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