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Welcome to the WASM INAUGURAL 
WORLD CONFERENCE 2014

Sport management is arguably the largest 

enterprise in the world with literally billions of 

stakeholders. From local to global, sport is 

managed with the view to bring joy and 

pleasure to all those who partake – be they 

participant or spectator. The World Association 

for Sport Management was constituted in 

2012 to “facilitate sport management research, 

teaching and learning excellence and 

professional practice worldwide” and in so doing to represent the collective goals of its 

Regional Association members and their members. Our inaugural conference is the first 

opportunity for all the world’s stakeholders in sport management to share their knowledge and 

perspectives with colleagues – both practitioner and academic. Hence, this significant event 

will mark the beginning of the project which WASM is uniquely positioned to facilitate. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors - the representatives of the world’s regional sport 

management associations - I very warmly invite you to be a participant in this historic inaugural 

WASM World Conference and contribute to “Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally”. 

Welcome to Madrid

It is with great pleasure, pride and high personal 

motivation that I introduce you to the WASM 
INAUGURAL WORLD CONFERENCE which 

will take place this year in the vibrant energy city 

of Madrid.

One of the most beautiful, enriching and 

motivating activities of people is the capacity to 

relate with others, when a�ection flows 

spontaneously. Commitment with life, family, 

friends and, of course, with work and personal 

projects, produce an excellent combination of 

professional and human development. This is why we feel identified with the theme of this 

inaugural conference “Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally”.

We will be feeding you with new data on the di�erent events, meetings and presentations that 

will be accessible to you at the Conference.

Our talented team is designing a special event where all delegates can feel exclusive and 

where the excellence will be a key element to make it a memorable experience.

I am convinced that it is more and more necessary to create permanent conferences to help 

participants in their continuing search for excellence and success.

I look forward to shaking hands with you all. 

Paul Jonson PhD
President 
World Association for Sport Management

Gerardo Bielons
Conference Director 
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Universidad Europea
Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally

As a leader in the private higher education sector in Spain, 
Universidad Europea is a highly regarded academic 
institution committed to innovation, with over 16,000 
students. Its mission is to o�er its students a holistic 
education, training leaders and professionals that are 
equipped to respond to the needs of a global world, adding 
value to their professions and contributing to social 
progress through the application of an entrepreneurial spirit 
and a commitment to ethics. In addition, the objective of 
Universidad Europea is to generate and transfer knowledge 
through applied research, equally contributing to progress 
and placing itself at the forefront of intellectual and 
technical development. Faithful to its commitment to 
innovation, it bases its activity on three fundamental 
values: an international perspective, professional 
connections and a commitment to 21st Century academic 
quality.

Currently Universidad Europea has three university centers: 
Universidad Europea de Madrid, Universidad Europea de 
Valencia and Universidad Europea de Canarias. These centers 
are home to five Undergraduate Schools and three Graduate 
Schools.

For more information, visit www.universidadeuropea.es

About Laureate International Universities

The Laureate International Universities network of more 
than 75 accredited campus-based and online universities 
o�ers undergraduate and graduate degree programs to 
nearly 800,000 students around the world. Our students 
are part of an international, academic community that 
spans 30 countries throughout the Americas, Europe, 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East.

For more information, visit www.laureate.net



Program Structure
The WASM World Conference program structure will consist 

of di�erent session types: 

• Plenary Keynote sessions (by invited speakers)

• Scientific and Professional paper presentations

• Workshops and Symposia

• Poster displays

Topics
WASM invites presentations oriented around, but not limited 

to, the following topics as they relate to sport management:

• Understanding International Relations and Collaborations in 

the Global Sport Business Marketplace

• Trends, Opportunities and Challenges for sport management 

• Sport Management Education Approaches for the Sport 

Business Industry

• Managing Diversity 

• Legal, Governance and Policy Issues

• Financial and Economic Issues in a Global Sport Business 

Marketplace

• Sport and Social Media Marketing 

• Participation: Sport for All & Elite Sport systems

• The Sporting Goods Industry 

• Sport Tourism and the Global Sport Business Marketplace

• The Sport Management Professor and Student 

• Sport Events – Major and Minor, Global and Local

• Global Sport-for-development

Presentation Types:  
• Research Oral Presentation of 25 minutes; 

• Professional Practice Oral Presentation of 25 minutes; 

• Poster Presentations; 

• Workshop of 90 minutes

• Symposium of 90 minutes

Abstract Development & Submission Procedure: 
WASM cordially invites you to submit an Abstract/Proposal to 

be considered for presentation in any of the aforementioned 

presentation types.

Call for Abstracts / Papers
Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally 

Through the inaugural theme of “Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally” WASM will bring together students, scholars, researchers, teachers, 
practitioners and professionals from around the world to share expertise and knowledge about the global venture of sport management. The idea behind the 
theme is a focus on sport business practice, issues, collaboration, networking, management and marketing of sport business from around the world.  The 
conference will serve as a platform for the international exchange of ideas, best practices, and research focused on sport management globally.
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Research/Professional Oral
and Poster Presentation

The abstract should contain a title, author(s), institutional 

or business a�liation of each author with email address of 

every author, type of presentation, and an abstract of the 

proposed presentation. Abstracts should be no more than 

500 words (not including References and figures/tables) 

and contain a full description of the topic, an introduction, 

review of literature, theoretical design (if scientific), results 

(if study complete), discussion, references, figures/tables.

Workshop/Symposium:  

Abstracts should be no more than 750 words (not including 

References and figures/tables). A workshop/symposium 

abstract should contain a title, author(s), institutional or 

business a�liation of each author with email address of 

every author; purpose of the workshop/symposium; who 

will benefit; a full description of the workshop/symposium; 

and any other pertinent information.

How to Submit your Abstract 

The abstract submission process can be found on the 

o�cial WASM Inaugural Conference website at 

www.wasm2014.com 

Deadline for Submission of Abstract:  May 15, 2014

Language for Abstract: English, Spanish or Mandarin.  

Review Process:  All submissions will be evaluated 

through a blind review process. Authors will be notified of a 

decision on or near June 15, 2014.

Further Considerations:  

All accepted abstracts have the potential to be published in 

the WASM conference abstracts book. Upon acceptance, a 

minimum of one author must fully attend the WASM 

conference and deliver the presentation according to the 

scheduled day and time.  Should an author not comply with 

the requirements, the program chair or conference organizer 

reserves the right to remove the abstract and/or 

presentation from the conference schedule and/or 

conference book of abstracts.

We are eagerly looking forward to receiving papers from 

and about all parts of the globe to make this a truly 

international world conference on sport management

Contact:

WASM Inaugural Conference Scientific Committee

Co-Chairs:

Professor Brenda Pitts --- DrBrendaPitts@gmail.com

Professor James Zhang --- jamesz48@uga.edu

Call for Abstracts / Papers
Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally



KEY DATES 

• Abstract Submission Opens: 1st April

• Abstract Submission Closes: 15th May

• Notification of Acceptance of Abstracts: 15th June 

• Online Conference Registration Opens: 1st April

• Early Bird Registration and Accommodation

Deadline: 31st August

• Late Registration and Accommodation

Deadline: 30th September

REGISTRATION FEES THE CONFERENCE FEE FULL PACKAGE INCLUDES

• Admission to all Sessions and Workshops 

• Welcome Ceremony 

• Closing Banquet 

• Conference Bag 

• 2 Lunches 

• 4 Coffee breaks

Accompanying person

• Welcome Ceremony 

• Closing Banquet 

Key Dates & Registration  
Bridging the Gap in Sport Management Globally

Member / Associate
AASM-ASMA-EASM-NASSM-SMAANZ-ALGEDE

 € 300 € 390

Non Member / Associate 

AASM-ASMA-EASM-NASSM-SMAANZ-ALGEDE

 € 350 € 440

Students € 180 € 230

Day Registration € 185 € 240

Accompanying

Person € 120 € 150

 EARLY BIRD   LATE REGISTRATION
 REGISTRATION FROM 1ST TO 30TH 
 DEADLINE 31STAUG. SEPTEMBER

Taxes included (VAT 21%)



Accommodation

Conference Organiser
Pedro Teixeira 10, 2º Of. 7, 28020 Madrid, Spain
P +34 91 556 38 06   F +34 91 555 32 90
wasm2014@eventsgb.com       www.wasm2014.com    www.eventsgb.com 

We recommend that you make the most of 
the WASM INAUGURAL WORLD 
CONFERENCE 2014 in Madrid staying at 
our Partner Hotel, The Meliá Castilla (4*), 
and benefit from the special rates for 
participants. For further information please kindly 

contact Mrs. Laura Menéndez or Mr. 
Domingo Sánchez:
By phone: +34 915 713 311
By fax: +34 915 675 166
By email: 
reservas.grupos@hotelmeliacastilla.com

Rates

Classic Room / Single Use: €148,5 daily rate 
(including breakfast and VAT 10 %)

Daily Rate 3 Nights Package for the WASM
Inaugural Conference 2014: €143 daily rate
(including breakfast and VAT 10 %)

Every day Shuttles from the Hotel to Universidad Europea  

http://meetings.melia.com/en/WASM-
Inaugural-Conference-Madrid-2014.html

To make your reservation:
Madrid, a city committed to sport and 
culture

Madrid is an open-minded city where culture, 
entertainment and business share an attractive, 
thriving space. Thanks to its modern and 
cosmopolitan flare and to the friendly and 
passionate character of Madrilenians, the 
Spanish capital makes everyone feel right at 
home while providing them with some of the 
world’s most interesting tourist attractions.
Madrid’s cultural legacy o�ers visitors an 

unprecedented tour: the Art Walk (which 
includes the Prado Museum, the Reina Sofía 
National Museum and Art Centre, the Thyssen- 
Bornemisza Museum and, more recently, 
CaixaForum). It is a unique walk through painting, 
sculpture, architecture and nature.

With over 3,000 restaurants, Madrid can be 
considered a city where one can taste all the 
di�erent cuisines in the world, as well as Spanish 
dishes. Undoubtedly, it also shows the richness 
of its own gastronomy with the “cocido 
madrileño” as its undisputed representative, 
while o�ering plenty of opportunities to try 
tapas.

Sports are intensively lived in the city and there 
are a large number of specialised facilities to 
practice any discipline as well as to watch the 
best sports professionals. The world famous 
clubs such as the Real Madrid and the iconic 
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium, have helped 
building up the city´s international prestige.

It will be a great pleasure to have you all here
in Madrid. Start planning your visit now!
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