
On December 12, the European Commission published the new Erasmus+ Programme

Guide, which provides detailed information on how to apply for Erasmus+ funding. In total,

€1.8 billion in funding will be available from Erasmus+ in 2014 and the submission of

applications online will start at the end of January.

In sport, the focus is on transnational projects supporting grassroots sport and tackling cross-

border challenges such as match-fixing, doping, violence and racism, as well as promoting good

governance, gender equality, social inclusion and physical activity for all. The guide can be

accessed at the following link: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-

plus/documents/erasmus-plus-programme-guide_en.pdf

On 4 February 2014, the European Commission and the Education, Audiovisual and Culture

Executive Agency (EACEA) will organise an "Info Day" in Brussels to inform potential

applicants about the new programme and its funding opportunities. The day will be centred

around different information sessions on the Sport Chapter of Erasmus+.

The Commission and EACEA will be presenting the policy priorities as well as practical advice

and tips on preparing and submitting proposals. The discussion will be structured in 4 sessions,

looking at:

1. The policy context of the Sport Chapter

2. The administrative and financial aspects, submission of proposals and assessment procedures

3. A discussion on the specific objectives mentioned in the call for proposals

4. The online submission of applications: pre-registration tool and demonstration of the E-

form

5. A financial “workshop”

You can see the full agenda of the meeting at the following link:

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/documents/erasmusplus-sport-info-day.pdf

Registrations for this meeting are not open yet, but we will updated as soon as an email address is

made available. For those of you not able to travel to Brussels, a web stream of the event will

be also available on February 4.

For more information on 

anything in the Brussels 

Update, please contact

EU Sports Platform Rue 
d’Arlon 25

1050 Brussels +32 2234 6113
info@eusportsplatform.eu 

www.eusportsplatform.eu

Guide for Erasmus+ published 

November-

December

2013



INSIDE

For more information on 

anything in the Brussels 

Update, please contact

EU Sports Platform Rue 
d’Arlon 25

1050 Brussels +32 2234 6113
info@eusportsplatform.eu? 

www.eusportsplatform.eu

November-

December

2013

EYCS Council of  November 25-26: 

Discussions on HEPA, the contribution 

of  sport to the EU economy, good 

governance in sport, and sport priorities 

of  the Greek Presidency

….3

Measures on safety and security of  sport 

events adopted by the Council of  the 

EU

….4

European Commission holds 

conference on Gender Equality in Sport

….4

European Week of  Sport – Report from 

the Commission’s seminar

….5

Dates for the diary

….6

News in Brief

….6

Parliamentary questions

….6

The Last Word: John Bruton, Chairman 

of  the EU Sports Platform

….7



Inside

3

For more information on 

anything in the Brussels 

Update, please contact

EU Sports Platform Rue 
d’Arlon 25

1050 Brussels +32 2234 6113
info@eusportsplatform.eu

www.eusportsplatform.eu

November-

December

2013

The conclusions underline the important 

role sport can play in economic recovery 

and tackling the urgent problem of  youth 

unemployment. They call therefore for a 

strategic investment in sport, making 

more efficient use of  the possibilities 

provided by EU funding instruments, 

including EU structural funds, as well as 

the ERASMUS+ Programme. 

See here for the full text of  the 

conclusions: 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/s

rv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=ST

%2015757%202013%20INIT&r=http%3A

%2F%2Fregister.consilium.europa.eu%2F

pd%2Fen%2F13%2Fst15%2Fst15757.en1

3.pdf

Lastly, Ministers held a debate on good 

governance in sport. In general, Member 

States considered that the autonomy of  

sports organisations must be respected. 

However, a number of  them declared that 

they should intervene if  those 

organisations received public funding and 

didn't respect good governance principles. 

Many member states also underlined that 

public authorities must be strict with anti-

doping issues and match-fixing and insisted 

on the importance of  education and 

prevention, in particular concerning 

minors. 

At the end of  the meeting, the incoming 

Greek Presidency presented its priorities 

for the first six months of  2014. These are:

• Adopt the new EU Work Plan for Sport 

(2014-2017); 

• Promote health and gender equality in 

sport; 

• Pursue the fight against doping; 

• Encourage dual careers; 

• Promote a better use of  sport 

infrastructure at national and 

international level.

On November 25-26, the Education, 

Youth, Sport and Culture Council met 

to discuss sport-related issues, among 

other topics.

The Council adopted the first ever 

Recommendation in sport on the 

issue of  Health Enhancing Physical 

Activity (HEPA).

The Recommendation, based on a 

proposal that the European 

Commission adopted on 28 August, 

aims to develop a cross-sectoral

approach involving areas like sport, 

health, education, environment and 

transport. It sets out a monitoring 

framework with a minimal set of  

reporting requirements on general 

aspects of  HEPA promotion that can be 

addressed by all Member States. 

The implementation of  the 

Recommendation will be a main task for 

the Commission, in collaboration with 

the World Health Organisation, and for 

the Member States in 2014.

You can access the Recommendation 

here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/docu

ments/hepa_en.pdf . 

At the meeting, Ministers also adopted 

conclusions on the contribution of  

sport to the EU economy, in 

particular to addressing youth 

unemployment and social inclusion.

impetus

EYCS Council of  November 25-26: Discussions on 

HEPA, the contribution of  sport to the EU economy, 

good governance in sport, and sport priorities of  the 

Greek Presidency
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EU Ministers for Justice and Home 

Affairs met on December 5-6 in 

Brussels and adopted a work 

programme, running between 2014-

2016, on minimizing safety, security 

and public order risks in sports 

events.

While the primary focus of  the 

programme is on football, which is the 

only sport where safety and security 

challenges are a Europe-wide 

phenomenon, it is recognized that other 

sports can pose comparable challenges, 

said the ministers in a statement.

The EU has formed a Law 

Enforcement Working Party (LEWP) 

expert group for major sports events 

which will seek to enhance cooperation 

with non-EU countries, and will develop 

and provide training and support for 

colleagues beyond Europe. The group 

will develop proposals on the following 

issues: tackling discrimination and hate 

crime, pyrotechnics and liaising with 

supporters.

The work programme can be accessed 

here:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ued

ocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/

139917.pdf

On December 3-4, the European 

Commission organised a conference on 

gender equality in sport in Vilnius.

The event gathered representatives of  

European, international and national 

sport organisations, including the 

International Olympic Committee, 

national Olympic committees, the 

International Paralympic Committee, 

UEFA, senior advisors of  national 

governments, and the European 

Institute for Gender Equality, which is 

based in the Lithuanian capital. 

Commissioner Androula Vassiliou

highlighted: “Let's be clear, we don't 
need another declaration, we need 
action. (…) We need a coherent set of  

actions, coordinated at national and European 

level, which should include training to ensure 

equal opportunities for women in sport and a 

coaching environment free from discrimination 

or harassment.”

The European Commission will be able 

to support transnational projects to 

promote gender equality under the sport 

chapter of  the new Erasmus+ 

programme.

European Commission 

holds conference on Gender 

Equality in Sport

Measures on safety and 

security of  sport events 

adopted by the Council of  

the EU
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European Week of  Sport – Report from 

the Commission’s seminar

further thinking. The future EU week of  sport 

must be as inclusive as possible. The Council 

of  Europe will be in close cooperation with 

the Commission during the mapping and the 

planning of  the European Week of  Sport.

The second panel focused on the main 

elements for a European Week of  Sport, 

with participants mentioning the following:

- Involvement of  the political level both in the 

EU institutional and national context 

should be ensured

- Coordination at the EU level should be done 

by the Commission, whereas implementation 

should take place in coordination with 

Member States and stakeholders

- The Week should build on best practices in 

the Member States, e.g. models for "physical 

activity/sport on prescription“

- Engagement of  enterprises and firms to 

promote and support the events and 

activities (e.g. in the framework of  their 

Corporate Social Responsibility) is key

- Complementarities and synergy between 

existing Weeks at the European level and the 

future European Week of  Sport should be 

explored

- Sustainability of  the European Week and its 

impact beyond the Week should be ensured.

The Commission is planning a conference on 

sport on 10 June 2014, to assess and 

disseminate stakeholders’ input. 

You can read the full report of  the seminar at 

the following link: 

http://ec.europa.eu/sport/news/documents/

ewos-rpt-seminar-20131120.pdf

On November 20, the European 

Commission organised a seminar on the 

European Week of  Sport. The purpose 

of  the seminar was to identify existing best 

practices as well as to discuss key 

elements and gather ideas to feed into the 

concept. 

Participants included key stakeholders, 

including the EU Sports Platform, the 

Federation of  European Sporting Goods 

Industry, FIFPRO, the European Capitals 

of  Sport Association, the European 

Olympic Committee, ISCA, the European 

Cyclists’ Federation and ENGSO.

The European Commission informed 

participants that the first European Week 

of  Sport will hopefully take place in 2015.

The first panel focused on existing 

sport weeks and presentations of  the 

French Week “Sentez-vous Sport”, the 

European Move week and the Dutch 

National Sport Week.

As a comment to the interventions of  

speakers, the Commission stated that it 

doesn’t want to compete with existing 

events and wants clear added value.

The question of  compatibility of  existing 

projects with the EU sports week will be 

further considered. Participants argued that 

tt would be interesting to map existing 

initiatives from all over the EU to get a 

clearer picture and draw and set a basis for
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News in brief

Council of  the EU adopts Erasmus +

On December 3, the Council of  the EU 

officially adopted the Regulation 

establishing the ERASMUS + programme. 

The new programme has a total budget of  

about €14.7 billion, 1,8 % of  which is to be 

allocated to sport.

Oral question in the European 
Parliament on UEFA’s home-grown 
player rule

Doris Pack, Chair of  the Culture 

Committee of  the European Parliament, 

has tabled an oral question highlighting 

that on several occasions, the  Parliament 

has supported the home-grown player rule 

as a means of  contributing to competitive 

balance and to the training and 

development of  young players.

In that context, MEPs inquired whether 

the Commission agreed that there is room 

to consider strengthening this rule and 

what are the next steps.

Parliamentary questions

Members of  the European Parliament have 

the right to ask Parliamentary Questions to the 

European Commission on areas relating to 

European law, including sport. Recent queries 

have included: 

� What steps the Commission has taken at 

EU level to eradicate racism in sports, and 

what funding will be available within the 

2014-2020 programming period to promote 

the realisation of  this aim, from Diane 

Dodds (UK);

� What measures the Commission will take to 

tackle illegal betting, especially with regard 

to the protection of  minors, from Roberta 

Angellili (Italy);

� What the current state of  the Commission’s 

investigation into  illegal state aid in 

football is and ,whether it is true that there 

is a separate investigation on the amateur 

status of  football clubs, from Santiago 

Fisas Ayxela (Spain);

� Whether the Commission has, or plans to 

establish, a register of  any kind of  

traditional European games, Salvador 

Garriga Polledo (Spain);

� What strategies the Commission has in 

place to combat match-fixing in sport and 

restore the confidence of  people across 

Europe in sports from James Nicholson 

(UK).
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The Last Word: John Bruton, Chairman 

of  the EU Sports Platform

Funding concerns will also remain high on the 

agenda, following the adoption of  the 

Erasmus + programme, which opens up  

many new opportunities for sport to gain 

support on a variety of  activities, always with 

the idea of  cooperation between Member 

States and the promotion of  grassroots sport 

in focus.

And let’s not forget the European Week of  

Sport, a new initiative the planning of  which 

will run through the whole year of  2014. You 

can find more details on this in the our current 

edition of  the newsletter.

The EU Sports Platform will, of  course, 

continue to provide you with a forum to 

engage with decision makers on all these 

issues, always with the specific concerns and 

interests of  our members in mind.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and sportive 

2014.

John Bruton

As we are approaching the end of  2013, it is a 

good time to take a short re-cap of  the 

highlights of  this busy year for sport. 

Sport was again in the heart of  many different 

initiatives from the EU Institutions, including 

the Erasmus + programme, the 2013 

preparatory actions, the first-ever Council 

Recommendation in the area of  sport and 

health enhancing physical activity and the 

launch of  the state-aid investigations by the 

Commission on a number of  clubs.

Looking ahead to 2014, the most significant 

initiative in the pipeline is the upcoming 

adoption by the Commission of  a 

Communication which will summarise the 

implementation of  the 2011-2014 Work Plan 

and will set out the priorities for the future. 

The Commission will also launch a public 

consultation to gather stakeholder views on its 

Communication. This is a great opportunity 

for all sport associations to put forward their 

suggestions for a potential new Work Plan –

the Commission will present priorities and it 

will then be up to the European Council to 

propose a 2nd Work Plan and its content. 


