Research dismissed

The Danish Minister of Culture has decided to finish support for the research institute IFO. Without this basic funding of half a million dollars, the institute of seven/eight researchers cannot survive.

The Research Institute for Sport, Culture and Civil Society, earlier IdrætsForsk (Sport Research), has since 1975 analysed relations between sport, body and culture, moving between academic basic research – sociology, history, psychology – and concrete questions of cultural politics. As the only institution of research in Denmark, the institute has set focus on topics, which Danish cultural policies and parliament had agreed upon as essential: civil society and voluntary association – play and learning – body and democracy.

Studies from the institute have induced political innovations in the field of sport facilities, in play culture, in the organization of elite sports and in public support of sport outside the clubs. An alternative approach to sport psychology, identity and health, regular surveys of sport participation in Denmark and an archive of popular and sports movements contributed to the special profile. Recently, IFO entered together with the Danish Institute of Social Research and the University of Roskilde into the survey of the voluntary sector in international comparison (John Hopkins project).


IFO’s research has obtained broad international recognition, among others by the Danish concept of “body culture”. The institute has established networks with partners at German and French, English, Scottish and American, Norwegian and Swedish, Polish and Japanese universities. It contributed to international sport debate (International Sport and Culture Association, Play the Game), and books from and with IFO have been published in several languages, among others in English, German, French, Norwegian, Finnish and Japanese.


The critical studies of IFO have sometimes been controversial among the establishment of Olympic sports. But in 1995, the institute was formally evaluated by the Ministry of Culture and – following the wish of the ministry – in 2000 enlarged to embrace the study of free schools and popular culture in civil society. By contract research, the Institute earns one fourth of its budget. The researchers are teaching at the University of Southern Denmark (Odense) and publish a book series Bevægelsesstudier (“Movement Studies”).


The positive attitude of the ministry towards this research changed with the new right-wing government of 2001. The minister wants to replace IFO by a “unit of analysis” under the ministry. International experience has shown that this type of “research on command” is lacking credibility.

Neither the researchers nor the board of IFO (which is appointed by the minister) have been informed about the plans, before the decision was given to the press, nor was the official Council of Sports Research of the ministry heard about the case. The press has critically commented on the contempt of scientific knowledge. The new government has more generally acted against research during the past years, starting in the fields of ecology, peace and human rights.

For more details about IFO see the homepage www.ifo-forsk.dk
Henning Eichberg, 27.6.03

We would be grateful, if you could send a short letter of protest to the Danish Minister of Culture, Brian Mikkelsen, personally, Postbox 2140, DK-1015 Copenhagen K 

or: kum@kum.dk
The contents could be something like this:

We are shocked about the news from Denmark concerning the future of the Research Institute for Sport, Culture and Civil Society (IFO). The institute is an important partner of our international scholarly cooperation and has in an original way contributed to… Would you please secure that the institute IFO can continue on the lines, which Danish cultural policies have been renowned for.

(You would help us by sending a copy also to IFO.)

