To the Rector rektor@adm.ku.dk  and the Dean of the Faculty of Science dekan@science.ku.dk  and the Dean of the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences dekan@sund.ku.dk  at the University of Copenhagen.
It is with great concern that I have become aware that the University of Copenhagen is considering dissolving the Department of Nutrition, Exercise and Sports (NEXS) in a planned move from the Faculty of Science to the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences. 
While moving between faculties may be beneficial, dissolving the department is not. It would send an unfortunate signal about the importance of nutrition and exercise science at a time when these disciplines are more relevant than ever. Globally, there is growing investment in prevention and lifestyle-based interventions. Against this backdrop, reducing the visibility and cohesion of Denmark’s leading academic environment in nutrition and exercise appears inconsistent with both societal needs and international trends.
The Department of Nutrition, Exercise and Sports is far more than an administrative unit. It is one of the few environments in Northern Europe where the social sciences, humanities, nutrition and physiological sciences coexist under one roof. Its scientific strength stems from these interactions. Although research groups may survive a split across departments, the critical mass and interdisciplinary culture that underpin its success would be significantly weakened. The department consistently ranks among the world’s top five in its field in the Shanghai Ranking, a level of international recognition achieved by very few academic environments.
The department has also trained large numbers of highly qualified PhDs and postdoctoral researchers who now hold leading positions in academia and industry in Denmark and internationally. This educational success is crucial for advancing knowledge on the links between exercise, nutrition, and chronic disease, and for translating that knowledge into effective prevention. Teaching at undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate levels in Denmark would inevitably suffer without a dedicated department in this field.
Dismantling a highly successful department in an area of major societal importance would reflect poorly on the University of Copenhagen’s reputation and bring to an end a long tradition of scientific excellence.

Sincerely

Dr. NN
