
Scientific Quality, Position and Relevance in 
Sport Sciences  
Credit: 7.5 

Welcome to Malmö University! 

The course has a social science focus but invite students from different disciplinary 
backgrounds.  

The course starts at the 18th of May at an internet-based platform (It’s Learning) where 
further instructions will be available. You start working with the literature and 
assessments on your own, with internet-based guidance, in order to be prepared for the 
campus meeting in June. The course requires attendance in Malmö between the 23rd and 
27th of June. This course is held in connection to the 20th Annual Congress of the 
European College of Sport Science (ECSS) in Malmö in June 2015. The theme of the 
congress is Sustainable Sport, which will also be highlighted in the course. After the 
meeting in Malmö you finish the written assessment.  

Please take a look at the website of the congress: http://ecss-congress.eu/2015/15/ 

See also: http://idrottsforum.org/ecss2015malmo/why-malmo-is-a-perfect-city-for-phd-
students-in-sport-science/ 

Aim of the course 

The aim of the course is that the students should, with the basis in their different 
disciplinary departures, further develop their understanding of the field of sport sciences 
in relation to sciences in general and social science in particular. Another aim is to 
strengthen the student ́s ability to write research articles to refereed journals. 

Intended learning outcomes 

The student should be able to: 

• with basis in her/his disciplinary background, individually discuss 
epistemological foundations in science and in sports in particular  

• identify, critically reflect of and present various political and scientific 
interests behind different research strategies and results in sport sciences  

• critically discuss cross- and multidisciplinary approaches towards different 
sport subjects  

• demonstrate knowledge of and administer to the rules and channels for 
scientific publication ���in relation to sports sciences and to her/his own research 
subject  

• orally present and discuss research perspectives and results  



• present research in an accepted article form  
• evaluate relevant contemporary research themes in different academic 

journals ��� 

Work formats and formats for assessment ��� 

The examination of the module is built up by three steps:  

Firstly, the student should individually with basis in his/her disciplinary point in 
departure write an abstract text how to approach sport as science, which should be 
presented at a conference which is an integrated part of the course.  Please, 
communicate with the course leaders so that they know if you have successfully 
submitted an abstract for a presentation at the ECSS congress, or if they need to find 
another solution!  

Secondly, in connection to the campus meeting in Malmö, a multi-/or cross-disciplinary 
programme where different approaches and interests are discussed in relations to one 
another should be orally presented by small groups of students from different 
disciplines. You’ll receive further instructions. 

Finally, the students should, bases on the programme presented, write an academic 
article/paper formatted for a refereed journal in sport sciences. The programme and 
the article are expected to be related to sport science as a social science and of course the 
content of this course. The deadline for submitting the article at the course platform is the 
28th of August. 

So, after the campus meeting, it’s time to produce a scientific article. However, the actual 
demand in the examination of this course is not a completed article. The focus in the 
examination is on the quality of the aim, the presentation of the relevance and the ability 
to put the article in a context, methodological reflections and a possible outline for the 
structure of the article. The emphasis is on the ability to introduce and problematize the 
subject of the study, as well as its relation to “relevance” (to sport, for society, and in a 
scientific perspective) and to some of the other issues presented under the heading below, 
such as sustainability. In addition, a plan for publication (what journal and the reason for 
that) has to be presented in this examination. Evidently, the length of the individual texts 
might differ due to the character of the subject. 
 

Course description and content 

The course focuses on the development of sport science and sport studies in a historic 
perspective as well as a contemporary context. Sport science is discussed in relation to 
science in general and social science in particular. The subjects of sport science are 
related to knowledge, power and different interests and positions. The development of 
sport science as a multi- and/or cross-disciplinary field is to be critically discussed. 
Important issues to be dealt with are: 



• the scientific legacy of sport sciences  
• the concept of ‘sustainable development’ and ‘sustainability’ in relation to sport  
• the concept of ‘sport relevance’  
• the normative and ideological point of departure in sport studies.  
• the hegemony of (standard) social theories used in sport studies.  
• the social impact of sport science ��� 

These issues are handled through reading, writing, attending lectures, seminars and the 
conference integrated in the physical meeting in Malmö. As part of the course the student 
should produce an article for a scientific refereed journal within sport sciences. The 
content and research areas of different academic journals within sport sciences are 
discusses during the course. ���The course is as a distance course, with a campus meeting 
during a week. Students are expected to write a conference paper before attending the 
course. The paper is presented orally during a conference or a similar situation. The 
student will be given feedback. Based on the abstract presented the students will form 
small groups which together write an scientific article based on guidelines on how to 
produce a scientific article for a specific chosen academic journal. The draft will be 
reviewed by the fellow students, rewritten again and presented to the teachers. In 
addition, the students will follow an international conference and its programme, keynote 
speakers as well as different paper presentations.  

Outline of the campus meeting 

June 23rd: Introduction, lectures and seminars 

June 24th-27th: Course seminars and attendance at the ECSS congress 

During the campus meeting, lectures and academic discussions will be held specifically 
on this course by the following scholars: 

• Richard Tinning: An odyssey in the raise and falls in the development of sport 
science. 

• Angela Schneider: The problems and opportunities in mixing social and natural 
science in sport studies. 

• Hans Westerbeek: The problems and opportunities of applied, multi-disciplinary, 
science 

• Jim Parry: “Sport and Sustainability - Ethics and Integrity" 
 

���Grading scale ��� 

Pass or Fail  

���Literature ��� 

Guidelines for authors in academic journals. 



���Chosen academic journals within the field of sport sciences and sustainable sport/ 
sustainable development.  

Sport in Society – Cultures, Commerce, media, politics (2014). Vol 17. Nr 10��� 

Freeden, Michael (2008). The Meaning of Ideology; Cross-disciplinary Perspectives. 
Routledge. 

Habermas, Jurgen (1986). Knowledge and Human Interest. Blackwell��� 

Salvery, Jill & Gilbert, Keith (2011). Sustainability and Sport. Routledge. 

Van Dijk, Teun A (1998). Ideology: A Multidisciplinary Approach. SAGE.  

Papers at the international conference. 
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